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How do we…

stay true to our organization’s vision, values and 
methods?

deliver high quality Foundation Learning in our provision?

ensure compliance?



You can do it your way!

In this presentation we will share an example of that

First something about us…



Don’t just do what is accredited

- accredit what you do

Crossfields Institute

• Licensed and accredited by Edexcel  

• Founded in 2007

• 65 affiliated organizations

• Over 1000 registered learners 
internationally

• 12 new accredited awards from entry levels 
to level 5 (NQF/QCF)



� Vision, values, purpose and method
determines the validation and accreditation 
process

� We promote an individualised approach 
where content determines structure

� We offer to take affiliates from vision building 
to validation through a collaborative process 
involving individuals and/or teams

Our philosophy is that….



Criteria for affiliation with Crossfields Institute

We seek collaboration with organizations that:

� Take an integrative approach to teaching, learning 
and research

� Have an holistic view of the human being that 
includes body, soul and spirit

� Promote sustainable and ethical approach to the 
environment and the use of natural resources. 



� Transparent

� Consistent with the delivery

� Quality assured effectively

� Recognised by peer organisations

� Recognised by the sector

� Understood by the public

� Awarded to competent learners

Our aims is to ensure that 
the essence of your 
provision is...



Edexcel is the UK's largest awarding 
body offering academic and vocational 
qualifications

Crossfields Institute is accredited by 
Edexcel Accreditation Services 

Accreditation and 
licensing 

– this gives us the license to: 



Accreditation and 
licensing 

� Write individualized, local and customized 
awards for affiliates organizations

� Write FE (Further Education) awards up to 
level 5

Jointly, Crossfields Institute and Edexcel 
can:

� Seek Sector Skills Councils approval 

� Submit units for inclusion on the National 
Qualifications Framework (NQF) 
Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF)



Foundation Learning challenges…

Funding

Flexibility

Compatibility with existing  provision

Staff competence

Learner responses

- and more



…the provider who first approached us…

� Delivers a practical skills 
curriculum

� The curriculum is based on the 
apprenticeship model 

� Learners are guided and 
supported through role 
modelling 

Ruskin Mill Educational 
Trust

� Wishes to integrate Foundation 
Learning without losing this 
unique method



More providers joined the FL 
Consortium…

� Ruskin Mill Educational Trust
Ruskin Mill College
Glasshouse College
Freeman College

� The Mount Camphill Community

� Clervaux Trust 

� Five Valleys Foyer

� Living Earth Land Trust (Plas Dwbl farm)



� All the FL Consortium stakeholders are 
providers of a practical skills curriculum: 
arts, crafts and land-work

� Living skills are being developed and 
tracked in the residential provision

� Functional skills units are piloted



Collaboration and dialogue

� We are working together to identify where 
FL already exists in the provisions

� Where there are gaps, we write units to fill 
them 

� Tutors are investigating own practice to 
identify where in the practical skills curriculum 
the Personal Learning and Thinking Skills are 
being developed



Personal Learning and Thinking 
Skills� independent enquirers 

� creative thinkers 

� reflective learners 

� team workers 

� self-managers 

� effective participants

� GIVING BACK

to peers, society, community – this quality is about gratitude 
and progression in life  

The 7th skill we are developing units for is about



Joining us…

Crossfields Institute

dialogue@crossfieldsinstitute.com

01453 808118

If you want to share ideas on how to take a 
creative approach to Foundation Learning 

or if you are interested in participating in our FL 
events - get in touch:



Affiliated Organizations

Alanus University
Alternative Training
Biodynamic Agriculture Association
Biography and Social Development Trust 
Camphill England and Wales (25 communities) 
Camphill Eurythmy School
Camphill Northern Ireland (4 communities)
Clervaux Trust
Dewe School, Uganda
Emerson College
Eurythmy Therapy Training
Five Valleys Foyer
Garvald Trust 
Health Care Courses
Hiram Academy
HMP YOI Parc
Life Science Trust
London Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood 
Training
Mental Health Seminar
Metavision Institute Australia
Oasis
Persephone Institute, South Africa
Pyrites

Metavision Institute Australia
Oasis
Persephone Institute, South Africa
Pyrites
Rhythmical Massage Therapy Training 
Rudolf Steiner University College
Ruskin Mill Educational Trust 
Turning Forward, Australia 
Therapeutic Speech Training
Upper School Curriculum Development 
Affiliates
(12 Steiner Waldorf Schools)
Waldorf Laerehogskolan Stockholm
West Midlands Eurythmy Association 



Associated Organizations

BA Hons Steiner Waldorf Teacher Training  Plymouth University
Co-development of a Steiner Waldorf QTS route in partnership with Emerson 
College
(John Burnett and Stephen Farrow)

Camphill Education and Development Collaboration (CEDC)
Developing a National Accredited Introduction Course for Camphill Co-workers

Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship and European Council for Steiner 
Waldorf Education
Upper School Curriculum Development in partnership with Steiner Academy 
Hereford 
and 12 UK Steiner Waldorf Schools in the UK

Leeds University
Research bids and collaboration with the Department for Mental Health (Dr John 
Lees)

Living Earth Land Trust
Land-based University research project in partnership with Rudolf Steiner 
University College, Foldsae
Collaboration with Parc Prison Arts Intervention Team (Phil Forder)

Novalis Trust
Masters Degree in Art Therapy developed and validated by Alanus Hochschule

University of the West of England
Foundation Degree Award in Social Pedagogy in partnership with CEDC



Questions?


